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Progress 13-16 A

Writing

You want to collect money for a charity. Write an email (about 100–120 words) to a potential sponsor and:

· explain who you are;
· shortly present the organisation you want to collect the money for;
· say what the charity is for and when you want to collect the money;
· express your hope to gain a financial support from the sponsor.
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Reading
Karaoke

Karaoke was created thirty years ago in the city of Kobe, Japan. It actually means ‘empty orchestra’ and was originally popular with businessmen who wanted to relax after a day’s work. With time, however, karaoke has become extremely popular and it is now a hit in bars, restaurants, hotels, parties and even at weddings! 

Today a lot of karaoke fans prefer to buy CDs including special karaoke versions of the songs by their favourite artist. They also often use karaoke players available on the Internet. That way, they have the opportunity to practice singing at home before they show their talents in front of others. 

In twenty years karaoke’s popularity has spread far beyond Japan and it has got to the rest of the Far East, North America and Europe. It appears that the rest of the world also enjoys the idea of having a drink and singing songs among friends! Anywhere friends or family meet for a good time, they enjoy holding the microphone and singing along with the music. It is so much fun!

1 Read the text about Karaoke and decide which answer is correct, a, b or c.

1 The phrase ‘empty orchestra’ describes
a Kobe.
b Japan.
c karaoke.
2 Artists
a prefer their fans to practice karaoke at home.
b sell CDs with karaoke versions of their songs.
c write new versions of their songs to be used via the Net only.
3 Karaoke has become popular
a on almost all continents.
b thanks to the fans’ talents.
c mainly among Internet users.
4 Having karaoke fun usually means
a having a drink together.
b singing with the music.
c meeting family for a good time.
5 The text is
a a review of a recent karaoke event.
b an expression of the karaoke fans’ preferences.
c a short article about karaoke popularity.
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2 Read the text again and decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F).

1 _____ Businessmen used karaoke to relax after work.
2 _____ Karaoke is only popular at weddings.
3 _____ Not many people buy CDs with karaoke versions of pop songs today.
4 _____ Karaoke fans can practise singing at home with the help of the Internet.
5 _____ It took karaoke about ten years to become popular all over the world.
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